498                                  BROWNE.

hazard of contest. There is, perhaps, no better method of
encountering these troublesome irruptions of skepticism,
with which inquisitive minds are frequently harassed, than
that which Browne declares himself to have taken: " If
there arise any doubts in my way, I do forget them;
or, at least, defer them, till my better settled judgment,
and more manly reason, be able to resolve them: for I
perceive every man's reason is his best GEdipus, and will,
upon a reasonable truce, find a way to loose those bonds,
wherewith the subtilties of errour have enchained our more
flexible and tender judgments."

The foregoing character may be confirmed and enlarged
by many passages in the Religio Medici; in which it ap-
pears, from Whitefoot's testimony, that the author, though
no very sparing panegyrist of himself, had not exceeded
the truth, with respect to his attainments or visible qualities.

There are, indeed, some interiour and secret virtues,
which a man may, sometimes, have without the knowledge
of others; and may, sometimes, assume to himself, without
sufficient reasons for his opinion. It is charged upon
Browne, by Dr, Watts, as an instance of arrogant temerity,
that, after a long detail of his attainments, he declares
himself to have escaped " the first and father-sin of pride."
A perusal of the Religio Medici will not much contribute
to produce a belief of the author's exemption from this
father-sin; pride is a vice, which pride itself inclines every
man to find in others, and to overlook in himself.

As easily may we be mistaken in estimating our own
courage, as our own humility; and, therefore, when Browne
shows himself persuaded, that " he could lose an arm with-
out a tear, or, with a few groans, be quartered to pieces,"
I am not sure that he felt in himself any uncommon
powers of endurance; or, indeed, any thing more than a
sudden effervescence of imagination, which, uncertain and
involuntary as it is, be mistook for settled resolution.

" That there were not many extant, that, in a noble way,
feared the face of death less than himself," he might, like-
wise, believe at a very easy expense, while death was yet